► FREE 

The Mohawk Nation 

Issue #83 

Sept 4 to 17,'90 



BULLETIN 


Ecomedia, P.O. Box 915, Stn F, Toronto OnL M4Y 2N9 

All Material Is Anti-Copy right! 



535-5731 


EVENTS LISTINGS 
FOR ACTIVISTS 



Standoff it Kaeesatake: 

A Taste of 
Tilings to Come 


Who thinks that Wounded Knee and Sand Creek hap¬ 
pen only in history books? Is this not history? We live 
and die. But this isn’t El Salvador...Someones say 
“ We’re with you, brother. We understand what’s been 
done.” Someones say “iBut this isn’t El Salvador, this is 
America.” Yes, I know that. Amost two thousand 
seasons we fall. We rise. We fall. We rise. 

John Trudell, American Indian Movement activist. 


E comedia devotes this special is¬ 
sue to the Mohawk Nation, their 
struggle and its implications not 
only for Native Nations pursuing sov¬ 
ereignty, but all people working for 
equality, justice and self-determina¬ 
tion. 

We have noted the conspicuous, if 
not stunning, silence from the Toronto 
left during this time of crisis. We want 
to bring events of the past few months 
into perspective, to make room for the 
voices of the Mohawk people who 
have been fighting the racist Canadian 


regime, and to shed light on the 
gravity of the development of KKK 
organization at the grassroots level 
in Quebec. 

We hope this material will increase 
your understanding of the broader 
implications of this conflict, and pro¬ 
vide a basis to integrate active soli¬ 
darity with Native struggles as a pri¬ 
ority, a responsibility, no matter 
what sector you organize within. 

If the Mohawk stand does not 
serve to unite us all, the state can 
claimed a victory. 
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We Ape Free 


W ith peaceful hearts and tran¬ 
quil minds, the Kanienkehaka 
people await the violent as¬ 
saults promised by the racist govern¬ 
ments of Brian Mulroney and Robert 
Bourassa. Our peace and tranquility 
flows from the knowledge that we 
have followed our law and worked for 
peace with all of our mights. Now that 
war is being forced upon us, we will 
turn our hearts and minds to war and 
it too we will wage with all our might. 


Ours is a just and honourable posi¬ 
tion. It flows from our laws and our 
way. Our enemies have no such 
honor. They have no such commit¬ 
ment to the principles of peace and 
justice based on truth and the equal¬ 
ity of all living things. Our strength of 
heart, mind and spirit flows from 
these principles. As we stand before 
the darkest enemies of humanity and 
the nobility of all life, we are unafraid. 
Our spirits are strong. We are to¬ 


gether at last with ourselves and the 
world of our ancestors; we are proud 
before our children and our genera¬ 
tions unborn. We are true to the spirits 
of those unborn. We are free. No yoke 
of white government oppression can 
contain us. We are free. 

Mohawk Nation Office, 

Six Nation Iroquois Confederacy 
Kahnawake Branch, 

Kanesatake Branch 

August 27,1990 

(Note: the Haudenosaunee, or Iroquois 
Confederacy, is made up of the Mo¬ 
hawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, 
Seneca and Tuscarora Nations) 


What is a Warrior Society? 

The People Take AIM 


T he American Indian Movement 
sees itself as a Warrior Society 
for Indian people. There are vari¬ 
ous concepts of a Warrior Society. To 
White people, the warrior is the armed 
forces. It’s the guy who goes out there 
and fights and kills for his people; paid 
soldiers. But Indian people have never 
had hired killers. 

Warrior Society to them means the 
men and women of the nation who 
have dedicated themselves to give 
everything that they have to the 
people. A warrior should be the first 
one to go hungry and the last one to 
eat. He should be the first one to give 
away his moccasins and the last one 
to get new ones. That type of feeling 
among Indian people is what a Warrior 


Society is all about. He is ready to 
defend his family in times of war - to 
hold off any enemy - and be perfectly 
willing to sacrifice himself to the good 
of his nation and his people, and 
that’s what we see ourselves as, what 
we idealistically try to be. That’s not 
saying that we are all completely self¬ 
less or any kind of saints, but we try, 
with the spiritual direction of our holy 
men, to get ourselves to the point 
where we don’t have the avarice and 
greed that is so much a part of white 
society in this land. 

We believe that the power of this 
universe is held within our peace 
pipe. It is a pipe of peace, a pipe that 
at ail costs tries to guide us in avoid¬ 
ing any deaths by our own hands, or I 


any violence on the part of the Ameri¬ 
can Indian Movement, and if anyone 
will check back into the history of the 
American Indian Movement, though 
we take a very strong stand for our 
people, we’ve never killed anyone. We 
have never had violence unless vio¬ 
lence was perpetrated against us. The 
real violence in America is committed 
by the government against our people. 
The real violence is the fact that on a 
reservation our women are taken and 
raped in the back seats of cars. 

Our job is to regain our humanity and 
our spirituality as it once was. Our job 
is to fight for freedom against oppres¬ 
sion. Our job is to fight for land to stand 
on; land, a part of our Mother Earth 
which will be our physical and spiritual 
power base. 

We are freedom fighters. 

Art Solomon 

Elder, Warrior, member of the Leonard 
Peltier Defense Committee. 
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S8LIBARITY 

IS STRENGTH 


Solidarity is strength. This is not merely 
rhetoric. If residents of Canada allow the 
Mohawks to be defeated by the Canadian 
state, to get away with calling in the army, 
and to pose a military solution to quell dis¬ 
sent, then we allow them to set a precedent. 
The implications of this precedent extend to 
all oppositional forces. The Mohawk 
struggle and the broader struggle for sover¬ 
eignty and self-determination do not end 
with the dismantling of the last barricade at 
Kanesatake. This conflict only marks the 
beginning of a new phase. 

There are many sacrifices and conse¬ 
quences that are part and parcel of resis¬ 
tance. The Mohawk communities have 
been devastated by the conflict of the past 
few months. Food, medical and other es¬ 
sential supplies have been severely de¬ 
pleted by the attempt of the Surety de 
Quebec and the white mobs to starve the 
Mohawks out from behind the lines, and 
generally make life behind the lines unvi- 
able. So these resources will need replen¬ 
ishing. Mohawks who were involved in the 
stand will inevitably face criminal charges in 
the aftermath, and some predict a 
witchhunt of Mohawk Warrior supporters 
across the country. Already 25 Mohawks 
have faced arrest and indictment on various 
charges, many of which are related to self- 
defense against the white mobs. Legal 
costs for the defense of resisting Mohawks 
are bound to be high. So the coming months 
will mean that ail who support the Mohawk 
stand should do all we can to help rebuild 
the Mohawk communities and continue to 
support their fight which will move on to the 
legal arena. 

Now that media eyes will turn from the 
Mohawk Territories, the Mohawk Nation will 
need your support more than ever before. 


The racist mobs and the Surety de 
Quebec poseaseriousthreattothe safety 
and security of the Mohawk people. The 
state has been able to slither through this 
confrontation without having to substan¬ 
tially address sovereignty issues. In other 
words, there is plenty of work yet to be 
done to ensure that the Mohawk people 
and other First Nations see justice. 

What you can do 

Although they have so far proved unre¬ 
sponsive to our demands, these men 
should be called repeatedly and told 
where you stand. 

Brian Muironey, 

Prime Minister of Canada 
(613) 992-4211/fax (613) 995-0101 

Tom Siddon, 

Federal Minister of Indian Affairs 
(613) 995-4988/fax (613) 995-1686 

Robert Bourassa, Premier of Quebec 
(418) 843-5321/fax (418) 643-3924 

Sam Elkas, 

Minister of Public Security (Quebec) 

(418) 643-2112/fax (418) 646-6168 

John Ciaccia, 

Minister of Indian Affairs (Quebec) 

(418) 643-7239/fax (418) 643-4804 

There is also an International Human 
Rights Hotline located in New Jersey 
which people can call toll-free and order a 
telegram sent to whomever they want in 
North America and elsewhere. The num¬ 


ber is 1-800-888-5283. An operator will 
take the information needed. A telegram of 
100 words or less will cost only $5.00 and 
the bill will be sent to the caller later. 

Money will I be needed long after the 
barricades come down for rebuilding and 
for legal defense. Please give generously 
to the Defense Fund for Mohawk Sover¬ 
eignty, account #2638, c/o Bread and 
Roses Credit Union, 348 Danforth Ave. 
Suite 211, Toronto Ontario, M4K1N8 (call 
921-0537 for more info). 

Non-perishable food donations can be 
dropped off at the Native Women’s Re¬ 
source Centre, 245 Gerrard St. E. Toronto 
Ontario. Call 963-9963for info. Food dona¬ 
tions are crucial to a nation whose econ¬ 
omy has been suffering and which has 
faced continuing problems with the stop¬ 
page of food by the police and army. 

In Toronto, ongoing actions are being 
organized by the Canadian Alliance in 
Solidarity with Native Peoples, who can be 
reached at 588-2712. The Leonard Peltier 
Defense Committee has been instrumental 
in getting the word out to supporters. They 
can be reached a? 439-1893 (they are also 
in need of donations to cover their 
enormous phone bill from faxing news all 
over the world). 

Help get the word out to others. Tell your 
friends and co-workers. Wear a red arm- 
band to show your solidarity with the 
Mohawk First Nation. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, 
use your initiative and imagination. Do 
anything which will help the Mohawk Na¬ 
tion gain their rights and stop the oppres¬ 
sion of their people. We need to send a 
clear message to the Canadian state that 
an armed occupation of a sovereign nation 
—even within Canadian borders—is unac¬ 
ceptable. The Canadian Army must be 
withdrawn and recognition of Mohawk 
sovereignty must be achieved. 

To get in touch with the Mohawk Nation 
directly, call the Mohawk Nation Office at 
Kahnawake (514) 638-4750 or at Kanesa¬ 
take (514) 479-8353. 

Thanks in advance for your support. 
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KKK Involvement No Rumour 


Montreal Klavern Agitates at Chateauguay 


D uring the recent standoff at Kane- 
satake, it is not only government 
and corporate institutions who 
have been working to crush Native re¬ 
sistance. Since the blocking of the 
Mercier Bridge by the Mohawks at 
Kahnawake in support of the barricades 
at Oka, racist right wing elements have 
organized with unprecedented speed, 
appealing to white working class racist 
sentiment. Below we reprint one of the 
several flyers distributed to Chateau¬ 
guay residents by the KKK. Reports of 
KKK involvement and manipulation of 
popular opinion were not rumours. We 
also have in our possession a copy of 
the KKK manifesto handed out en 
masse in Chateauguay. 


M We need allies who are 
going to help us 
achieve a victory, not allies 
who are going to tell us to be 
nonviolent. If a white man 
wants to be an ally, ask him 
what he thinks of John 
Brown. You know what John 


Brown did? He went to war 
against white people to help 
free slaves. He wasn’t 
nonviolent 


33 


Malcolm X 9 July 5th, 1964. 


“To all those who support the 
Mohawks...We ask if they'd support 
whites who, in the name of an injustice 
committed against them: 1) Continu¬ 
ously threatened the public order, and 
who, for years having organized and 
armed “warriors”, terrorize populations 
- who target and make death threats to 
certain “pale faces"; 2) Paralyzed the 
economy by blocking roads and a 
bridge many times ignoring political and 
police powers; 3) Killed a policeman 
showing no evidence of regret, and af¬ 
terwards would have the gall to ask for 
amnesty; 4) Damage the public peace 
and threaten to blow up a bridge. These 
American Indians ask to be respected 
by the White majority, yes, but they must 
respect this majority. They're not the 
only ones to live with frustrations, that's 
the daily reality of all peoples. They 
despise Quebec and its inhabitants, 
ignore its laws and have even burned its 


flag. We ask the Quebec govern¬ 
ment to: 1) Cease social aid as well 
as the other rights and services of¬ 
fered to them by this same Quebec 
which they do not recognize; 2) That 
the Mohawks responsible for the 
murder of Corporal Lemay, as well 
as damages and other public mis¬ 
chief be charged and judged in the 
name of all before the law. Support 
your local Klavern.” 

Signed by Longitude 74 KKK at a 
postal box in Montreal, (translated 
from the French by Ecomedia) 

The racist mobs operating in Cha¬ 
teauguay, menacing their Native 
neighbours with violence and 
threats of armed retaliation are 
reminiscent of the circumstances 
leading up to and following the 
occupation of Wounded Knee, 


South Dakota by the U.S. military in 
1973. Prior to the siege, racist attacks 
and lynchings of Native people by 
local whites were commonplace. This 
trend continued subsequent to the 
termination of the occupation, and 
ended in brutal rapes, beatings, tortur¬ 
ings and murders. 

If the grassroots right can mobilize 
itself so quickly and efficiently in a 
province which has not been a “hot¬ 
bed” of organized racist activity in the 
past, one can only imagine the poten¬ 
tial reaction of grasssroots racist 
groups in other parts of Canada which 
have an extensive history of organiza¬ 
tion. In particular, the activity of racist 
groups in Alberta threaten to intensify 
and pose grave harm to the various 
Native nations mounting campaigns 
for land claims settlements and ac¬ 
tions in support of the Mohawk Nation. 

The development of KKK activity, 
and less-formal white supremacist 
mobilization in Quebec and across the 
country represents a significant devel¬ 
opment of the right-wing in Canada. 
Racist organizing will have to be moni¬ 
tored, checked and defeated if we are 
to fully concentrate on the more pivotal 
role of the colonial corporate state. 

The grassroots right in Quebec in 
fact mobilized itself much more 
quickly and efficiently and was much 
more militant than the non-Native left 
in Canada. Perhaps the main chal¬ 
lenge facing the Canadian left today is 
how to prevent the tide of grassroots 
racism from rising before it becomes 
so powerful it can’t be stopped. 
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IT'S NOT OVffl TIL ITS OVER 

Lubicon Cree Nation Faces 
Timber Company Onslaught 


T he face of the struggle for sover¬ 
eignty has been forever changed 
by the courageous and prin¬ 
cipled stand taken by the Mohawk 
Nation at Kanesatake and Kahna¬ 
wake. The conflict at Oka has opened 
up strategic options in sovereignty’s 
pursuit, expanded the parameters of 
struggle, and has galvanized Native 
Nations across the country. Addition¬ 
ally, the Mohawk stand served as an 
inspiration for Natives and non-Na- 
trves alike. In that sense, regardless of 
the military outcome, the Mohawks 
have claimed a victory benefiting all 
of us. The Canadian State realizes 
this, and as a consequence has cre¬ 
ated a new and dangerous precedent 
to deal with those Native Nations who 
choose a militant road of resistance. 

Native Nations need committed, 
uncompromising, broad-based sup¬ 
port like never before. The current 
threats to all whp dare to make a 
strong stand include dramatically in¬ 
creased state repression, military in¬ 
tervention and a more organized and 
hostile grassroots racist right wing. 
Canada is indeed transforming itself 
into a South Africa for the 1990s. 

It is in this context that the Lubicon 
Nation is preparing to face another 
onslaught in the corporate land grab 
for their small but precious traditional 
territory. Having fought devastation of 
their land and destruction of their 
economy and traditional way of life for 
more than a decade, they are now 
facing the additional prospect of tim¬ 
ber harvesting on the territory they 
have fought so hard to defend. 


The Lubicon Cree have fought the 
Province of Alberta, the Federal gov¬ 
ernment and the oil companies 
through varied means: the court sys¬ 
tem, blockading their territory to out¬ 
side forces, building an international 
support network to mount pres¬ 
sure-all non-violent tactics up to this 
point. They have shown enormous 
patience and good faith in the more 
than 50 years they have been press¬ 
ing the Federal Government to rec¬ 
ognize Lubicon sovereign jurisdic¬ 
tion over their land-so flagrantly dis¬ 
regarded by corporate interests who 
steal over $1 million in oil from Lubi¬ 
con territory daily. But one would 
hardly be surprised if the Lubicons 
feel they have run out of options. 


Thurs. Sept. 13 6:30pm “Confronting 
Racism & Poverty in our Education Sys¬ 
tem” at Parkdale Public Library. With 
speakers and performances by Steal This 
Book and Spirit Drummers. Free admis¬ 
sion. 

Fit Sept 14: Jerry Falwell, leader of the 
so-called Moral Majority and major right- 
wing nut bar preacher, will be appearing 
at the “Peopl’s Church”. Call the Ontario 
Coalition for Abortion Clinics to get news 
on a (heh heh) “welcoming party”. Also 
ask about their upcoming demo for repro¬ 
ductive choice. OCAC is at 969-8463. 

Wiccan Circle open to public. These 
circles practice constructive magic, are 
Women, Gay, Lesbian and Human Rights 
positive, and non-authoritarian. They can 
be mixed or women or men only depend¬ 
ing on the interests of the circle members. 


Chief Bernard Ominayak has com¬ 
mented that although the Nation will 
do all it can to stop any logging activ¬ 
ity in its traditional territories, they will 
not reveal what kind of action they will 
take. “I won’t say what we are going 
to do and allow the army to gear up 
for us.” 

The Daishowa Corporation and 3 
other contractors may begin logging 
in the Lubicon area as early as Octo¬ 
ber, though Daishowa says their 
schedule is to begin “this winter”. 

We encourage all progressive 
people to lend support and solidarity 
to all land struggles being mounted 
across the country. Just as strongly, 
state maneuvers against Native 
Nations-ranging from court cases to 
armed assaults-must be opposed. 
Ecomedia will do our best to keep 
you informed of developments in the 
Mohawk struggle, the Lubicon 
struggle, and that of any other Nation 
here and on our radio shows. 


If you’re interested in this religion (which is 
“a product of its members”) send info 
about yourself and craft background to 
#9, 223 Roncesvalles Avenue, Toronto 
Ont. M6R 2L6. 


Ecomedia Toronto 


Ecomedia is an international "wire service - that 
acts as an alternative to regular news 
services.We focus on news and often censored 
information on autonomous and anarchist re¬ 
sistance and analysis of current events. 

Ecomedia Toronto is a local office involved 
in three main projects: a radio show every Wed¬ 
nesday on CKLN 88.1 FM between 7 and 8 pm 
on the "Word of Mouth" program; also another 
radio spot at 12:15pm Fridays on CIUT89.5 FM; 
and the bulletin in your hands. Published bi¬ 
weekly and free at locations around the city; 
subscriptions are $15/yr (26 issues) mailed 
monthly to cut costs. Order from the address on 
the front with cheques or M.O.'s payable to 
Ecomedia. 


CALENDAR 






